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    About this time legend among the 
Hobbits first becomes history with a 
reckoning of years. For it was in the 
one thousand six hundred and first year 
of the Third Age that the Fallohide 
brothers, Marcho and Blanco, set out 
from Bree; and having obtained 
permission from the high king at 
Fornost, they crossed the brown river 
Baraduin with a great following of 
Hobbits.  



 

Written sources 



Unpublished  contemporary sources 
(Archives) 

 



Oral history 
 



”Saga material ”(Myths, songs & legends) 
The leaves were long, the grass was green, 
The hemlock-umbels tall and fair, 
And in the glade a light was seen 
Of stars in shadow shimmering. 
Tinúviel was dancing there 
To music of a pipe unseen, 
And light of stars was in her hair, 
And in her raiment glimmering. 
 
There Beren came from mountains cold, 
And lost he wandered under leaves, 
And where the Elven-river rolled 
He walked alone and sorrowing. 
He peered between the hemlock-leaves 
And saw in wonder flowers of gold 
Upon her mantle and her sleeves, 



Eyewitness accounts 
 



Material Remains 
 



 

 ...and all those hills were crowned with green mounds, and on some were 

standing stones, pointing upwards like jagged teeth out of green gums. 

 



 
•Variety of grave forms 

-Barrows & Standing stones 

•Long continuity 

•(Inhabited by ghosts) 
 



…and they were clad in white. About them lay many treasures, of gold 
maybe, though in that light they looked cold and unlovely. On their heads 
were circlets, gold chains were about their waists, and on their fingers were 
many rings. Swords lay by their sides, and shields were at their feet.  
But across their necks lay one long naked sword. 



 



 



Weathertop 
 



Weathertop (Amon Sul) 
•Strategic position for control and 

communication (palantír) 

•Major fortress of kingdom of 

Arthedain (from TA 861) 

•Originally Built by Elendil in the first 

days of the North kingdom of Arnor 

(founded c. SA 3320) 
 



...the craft and power of old had wrought upon 

them, and still they preserved through the suns 

and rains of forgotten years the mighty likeness in 

which they had been hewn. Upon great pedestals 

founded in the deep waters stood two great kings 

of stone: still with blurred eyes and crannied 

brows they frowned upon the North. The left 

palm of each was raised palm outwards in gesture 

of warning; in each right hand there was an axe; 

upon each head there was a crumbling helm and 

crown. Great power and majesty they still wore, 

the silent wardens of a long-vanished kingdom.  

 



 



Khazad-Dûm (Moria) 



 



Local History 
    They halted suddenly on the edge, and 

peered through the tree-trunks, holding 
their breath. There stood three trolls: 
three large trolls. One was stooping, 
and the other two stood staring at him.  

 

    Frodo laughed. „Well!‟ he said. „We 
are forgetting our family history! These 
must be the very three that were caught 
by Gandalf, quarrelling over the right 
way to cook thirteen dwarves and one 
hobbit.‟  

 



Materiality (Material Culture) 

Hoards 

But dragons are 

notoriously hard to 

work with... 



The power of objects -Heirlooms 

 



Ideology & Power 
Material expressions of power 

All that is gold does not glitter,  
Not all those who wander are lost;  
The old that is strong does not wither,  
Deep roots are not reached by the frost.  
From the ashes a fire shall be woken,  
A light from the shadows shall spring;  
Renewed shall be blade that was broken:  
The crownless again shall be king. 



Human-Thing Entanglement 

As people make things 
Things make …people 

Sauron forges the One Ring 



Materialisation of Power   
 

? 

One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to find them, 

One Ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them 



Materialisation of ideology 
Transformation of ideas, values, stories, myths, etc. into a physical reality 

 

 

 

 

 Strategic control of ideology 
Materialisation makes it possible to control, manipulate and extend 

ideology beyond the local group 
 



“the material object soon become divorced from its context of production and it can be taken 

into a new context of use. The meanings of objects may change as they move into new 

contexts. The ambiguity has a greater potential for increase in regard to material culture, 

simply because an object is more durable than the spoken word” (Hodder 1989; 73). 
 

"Thief! Thief, Baggins! We hates it, we hates it, we hates it 

forever!" 



The power of things 
 



 “the material world is not a blank slate 

upon which may be inscribed any old 

narrative, it is a physicality which resists 

and enables, shutting down some 

alternative plots, and opening up 

others…[the] material environment…does 

not just receive, but also asserts, helping to 

shape the forms that (human) societies 

take” (Boivin 2004: 64). 



Take Power over Things 

 



Thank you 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=iv&annotation_id=annotation_392644&src_vid=sAb-fqBrUsY&v=sHjv0GS-f8Q

